Source E: Photograph of a man wearing a cotton wool pad respirator, April 1915. This was a simple form of gas mask. The Second Battle of Ypres also began in April 1915.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]2a.    How useful are Sources E and F as evidence of the use of gas during the First World War?  (8 marks)
Source E is partially useful as evidence of the use of gas during the First World War. The photograph shows a British soldier wearing what appears to be a cotton pad over his mouth, fixed to the ears with elastic. His eyes are exposed and not protected by goggles. This makes the photograph useful, as this is typical of 1915. At this time, gas was a new weapon and the British had never come up against this before. At Ypres in 1915, the Germans used chlorine gas and cotton pad respirators were all that the Allied soldiers had to combat it. As this content is accurate, it makes the photograph useful. However, the picture is very limited as it doesn’t inform us of much. For example; it fails to show the devastating effects of chlorine gas on British soldiers such as choking and the lungs filling with fluid. Therefore, by not showing this, the source is somewhat less useful. The photograph was taken in 1915, which makes this source extremely useful. This is very useful because this was at the same time as the first real use of gas as the Second Battle of Ypres. This would suggest that this photograph was taken as part of a British Army training magazine. Perhaps it was made to show British soldiers how to protect themselves against gas. We can assume this because it is clearly staged in front a backdrop and looks like it has been taken from a magazine of that period. This makes the source very useful, as it allows us to know exactly how the British Army were combatting gas warfare at such an early stage in the war. What better way for a historian to find out about how the British Army combatted chlorine gas than by examining a training photograph issued by the British Army in 1915 during gas warfare.




Content – what can we learn from it about gas during the war?
Origin – When was it made? Who made it? What kind of source is it?
Purpose – Why was it made?
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1 Nature-itis a photograph. photo was taken, it might have been set up so that
2 Origin comes from the caption ~ this was taken in soldiers could learn how best to protect themselves. We:

the same month that the Second Battle of Ypres A ppeT g masks Ve ot pEAHEd ATt e
Q began time because the gas attacks were unexpected:
3 Purpose can be difficult to determine fora What this does (and what you can do) is explain why the
- photograph. Might it have been for use as source is useful, using criteria you have explained based
propaganda? In this case, it is hard to think of a on the three types of question.

propaganda purpose. Does it look like it was set up?

of Memory (1981). This account was originally published

in 1968, Keynes was important in developing blood
transfusions during the ar.

On 6 February 1915 I was detailed for duty on
an ambulance train. The mmbers of patients
carried on each journey varied between 100
and 400. During my turn of duty in the train
we carried nearly 19,000 patients. Medical
duties were usually restricted to ensuring
that, the wounded men, who had already been
attended in a Dressing Station or Casualty
Clearing Station travelled as comfortably as
possible with the help of sedative and pain-
killing drugs. Frequently they had to suffer
violent jolts during shunting operations.

Photograph of a man wearing a cotton wool pad respirator,
April 1915. This was a simple form of gas mask The Second
Battle of Ypres also began in April 1915.

Usually the patients had been fully cared for
before being sent on by train to the base
hospitals, but on one occasion (12 March
1915), the train was ordered to go close to
the Prontline and take on casualties who had
eived frst aid.
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