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Slavs

The Slavs were ancient tribes of people who migrated into Europe from
the east. Their modern descendants are found in large areas across Eastern
Europe. By the 1930s, many people of Slavic origin lived in Germany.

» Nazi propaganda and school lessons constantly told Germans that the
Slavs were Untermenschen — sub-humans. The Nazis insisted that, like
Jews and ‘gypsies’, they were of a different origin from Aryan Germans and
needed to be treated differently.

* The Nazis threatened to invade Slav countries in Eastern Europe for
Lebensraum — extra \iving space — for Germany's people.

* However, before the Second World War, Slavs were persecuted less than
some other minorities.

‘Gypsies’

‘Gypsies’ was the name used by the Nazis for the Roma people. They
typically lived an itinerant lifestyle, travelling from place to place. There were
about 26,000 ‘gypsies’ in Germany in the early 1930s. The Nazis believed
they did not work enough or contribute enough taxes. They believed that
‘gypsies’ posed a threat to the racial purity of Germany.

After 1933, ‘gypsies’ were often arrested as social nuisances and sent to
concentration camps.

From 1936, some were forced to live in special camps. One camp in Berlin
contained 600 ‘gypsies’, who had been forcibly rounded up. It had just two
latrines, three water taps and no electricity.

In 1938, ‘gypsies’ were banned from travelling in groups. They were rounded
up, put on a register of ‘gypsies’ and tested for racial characteristics. If they
‘failed’ the test, they lost German citizenship and social benefits.

In 1939, orders were given to prepare all ‘gypsies’ for deportation. This
meant that they would be forcibly removed from Germany.

Homosexuals
The Nazis believed that homosexuals lowered moral standards and spoiled

the purity of the German race.

¢ In 1935, the Nazis strengthened the laws against homosexuality. As a

result, in 1934, 766 males were imprisoned for homosexuality. In 1936, this
number was over 4,000. In 1938, it was 8,000.

* Released homosexual prisoners were often sent to concentration camps:
5,000 German homosexuals died there.

» Nazi laws also encouraged the voluntary castration of homosexuals.
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Nazi Policies on Women.

Views on women and the Family:

The Nazis believed that women should follow the traditional role of the mother and housewife, while the man provided for the family. Hitler didn’t think women were unimportant – he thought they were as important as men in fulfilling the role that they should! 

In 1933 the Nazis appointed a Reich Women’s Leader to overse[image: image8.jpg]
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e all the policies relating to women. Her name was Gertrud Scholtz-Klink. She tried to make women servants to the Nazi state and Hitler. 

She established the German Women’s Enterprise Organisation. All other women’s organisations were banned and eventually it had 6 million members. Through this organisation the Nazis could spread their ideas about women. 

Women, Marriage and the Family

The birth rate was falling in Germany. There were only one million births per year in 1933. The Nazis were worried about this.  They took action to improve it. 

The Law for the Encouragement of Marriage, 1933

Loans were provided, worth up to 1,000 Marks to encourage young couples to marry. This also encouraged wives to stay at home and bring up children - as the loans were only available if the wife stopped work. It also encouraged childbirth. For each child born into the family a quarter of the loan was written off. 

Divorce:

In 1938, the Nazis changed the divorce laws to encourage childbirth. If a [image: image10.jpg]Learning outcomes

* Understand Nazi policies towards women, and how effective they were.

Chapter 1 showed what life was like for women in the Weimar Republic in
the 1920s (see pages 34-35). This section is about what life was like for
women under the Nazis in the 1930s..

Nazi views on women and the family

The Nazis believed that women should adopt the traditional role of mother
and housewife, while the man provided for the family. Figure 4.1 shows the
three main views the Nazis had about women and the family. However, Hitler
did not portray women as unimportant - he described the role of women as
equally as important as that of German men.

Hitler, addressing a Nazi rally in Nuremberg in 1934.

. one might say that the world of a woman is a smaller world.
For her world is her husband, her family, her children and her
house. But where would the greater world be with no one to care
for the small world? Every child that a woman brings into the
world is a battle waged for the existence of her people.

Appearance: women should adopt
a‘natural’ look, with simple plaited
or tied-back hair and long skirts.

Employment: The Nazis
wanted women to stay at

Joseph Goebbels, a leading Nazi,
describing the role of women in 1929.
The mission of women is to

be beautiful and to bring
children into the world. The

female bird... hatches eggs

for him. In exchange, the
male takes care of gathering
the food and stands guard
and wards off the enemy.

A painting from 1939 by Adolf Wissel,
an official Nazi artist, showing a
German family.

home rather than go to
work, so they could raise a
family. They believed that
men were the main
breadwinners, and that any
woman in work could be
taking a man’s job. They
disapproved of women in
professions such as
medicine and the law.

Marriage and family: birth rates
should increase to make Germany
bigger and stronger. The Nazis
wanted women to marry and have
as many children as possible. They
believed that women should devote
their lives to feeding and rearing
their family. They stressed the
importance of housecraft, skills like
needlework and cookery.

Figure 4.1 Nazi views on women and the family.
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wife would not, or could not have children, or had an abortion, this could be used as grounds for a divorce. 

The Mother’s Cross:

This was an award given to women for the number of children she had.

4 or 5 children = bronze medal

6 or 7 children = silver medal

8+ children = gold medal

The Hitler Youth were ordered to salute wearers of the gold medal. 

Lebensborn:

The Lebensborn (Fountain of Life) Programme was also to encourage childbirth. It was started in 1935 by Himmler. 

It encouraged single women to breed with SS men. This was to create genetically strong children. It helped 540 women give birth.
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The appearance of Women in Nazi Germany

Nazi propaganda encouraged women to wear modest clothes, with their hair tied back in plaits or a bun. They were discouraged from dyeing their hair and from wearing makeup. 

Did the Nazis get what they wanted?

Nazi policies towards women had mixed success. 

Some women accepted their views – fewer women went to university, the birth r[image: image12.jpg]Changing people’s behaviour

Governments that want to change people’s behaviour
can't always do it by force. For example, the Nazis
could not force women to have more children - but
they could influence people’s behaviour by changing
the law.

For example, as well as receiving marriage loans,
women could also get monthly payments from
the government to help with the cost of bringing
up children.

From 1936, a woman could get 10 marks per month
for her third and fourth children and 20 marks for
the fifth child and any subsequent child. An average
income for a working father in 1936 was 150 marks
per month, though this was taxed at 20%.

So, if a couple had 10 children, this meant that the
wife often ‘earned’ a bigger monthly income for
having children than the husband earned at work.

1 List three Nazi beliefs about marriage and

the family.

2 For each Nazi belief on your list, note down
policies on pages 110-111 which put that Nazi
belief into practice.

Women and employment

Once in power, the Nazis worked to reduce the number
of women in work, as they believed a woman'’s place was
in the home, raising a family.

One way the Nazis reduced the number of women

in work was by propaganda - they tried to persuade
women to behave differently. Nazi posters showed
women as wives and mothers and Nazi speeches
encouraged women to leave work and become
housewives (see Sources A, B and Con page 109). They
told women to concentrate on the ‘three Ks’ - Kinder,
Kiiche, Kirche — children, kitchen and the church. Many
German women were persuaded (see Source F).

From an interview with Gertrud Draber in 2001, in which
she is remembering what it was like to be a young woman
in Nazi Germany.

Young girls from the age of ten onward were
taught... to take care of their bodies,

so they could bear as many children as the
state needed... Birth control information is
frowned on and practically forbidden.

My main aim as a woman was above all to become
a mother. I wanted to be a perfect housewife.
I wanted to do something different with my
life, not just be a working girl in an office.

The Nazis also introduced new policies to reduce the
number of women at work.

From 1933, women were banned from professional
posts as teachers, doctors and civil servants. By the end
of 1934, about 360,000 women had given up work.

» From 1936, no women could become a judge or a
lawyer, or even do jury service.

.

Schoolgirls were trained for motherhood, not work.
For example, they were taught housework, such as
ironing, and other domestic tasks (see Source G).

In 1937, grammar schools for girls, which prepared
girls for university, were banned. The number of
female students starting higher education fell from
just over 17,000 in 1932 to 6,000 in 1939.

A photograph of girls in the League of German Girls from
the 1930s, practising their domestic skills in preparation for
motherhood.




ate did increase and unemployment amongst German men fell. 

However, many women did not accept the policies and the policies were inconsistent, By the end of the 1930s the Nazis needed women in the factories working. In 1937 women who had taken the marriage loans were allowed to work. Because of this by 1939, 7 million women were at work, compared to 5 million in 1933.

Nazi Policies Towards the Young

Hitler wanted to use German young people to strengthen Germany and the Nazi Party. Hitler wanted to create a Thousand Year Reich - a Nazi state that would last for a thousand years. 

Hitler believed:

· All young Germans should be brought up to be proud Germans
· All young Germans should be brought up to be supporters of the Nazi party
· All girls should[image: image13.jpg]The Nazi youth movement

Before Hitler became Chancellor in January 1933, there
were many German youth groups for both boys and girls.
Some were youth sections of political parties, such as
the Social Democrats, and some were church groups.

The Nazi Party had also set up youth sections for boys
and for girls in the 1920s (see page 56). However, these
were small in comparison with all the other groups.
The table below shows the scale of Nazi youth groups
in 1932.

Protestant church youth

1600,000 boys and girls

In 1933, however, Hitler banned almost all youth groups
apart from Nazi groups. From the mid 1930s, more

and more pressure was put on young people to join
Nazi youth groups. For example, from 1936, all sports
facilities for young people were taken over by the Hitler
Youth. If young people wanted to use the facilities to
play sport, they had to join the Hitler Youth.
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Figure 4.3 Number of 10 to 18-year-olds in Nazi Party youth
groups, 1933-39.
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In March 1939, it was made compulsory for all young
Germans to join Nazi youth groups from the age

of 10. Only ‘unwanted’ minority groups, like Jews,
were omitted.

Nazi youth groups for boys

Nazi youth groups were strictly segregated, with
separate groups for boys and girls. For boys:

* sixto 10-year-olds were in the Pimpfe (Little Fellows)

¢ 10to 14-year-olds were in the Deutsche Jungvolk
(German Young People)

* 14 to 18-year-olds were in the Hitler Jugend (Hitler
Youth).

The Hitler Youth

Political training
Primarily, the Hitler Youth was a political group.

* Members had to swear an oath of loyalty to the
Fiihrer.

They had to attend residential courses where they
were told about Nazi ideas.

The Hitler Youth Leader, Baldur von Schirach, set out
a schedule of lessons for every year group of the
Hitler Youth to learn. Lessons titles included ‘German
Heroes', ‘Adolf Hitler and his fellow-fighters’ and ‘The
evil of the Jews’.

Hitler Youth members had to report anyone, even
teachers and parents, who was disloyal to the Nazis.

In this way, Hitler hoped to build up a constant supply of
citizens who were Nazi Party supporters.

Physical training
The Hitler Youth was also used by the Nazis to make
young Germans as fit and healthy as possible.

¢ There were regular camping and hiking expeditions.

* The Hitler Youth also ran regional and national sports
competitions.



 be brought up to be strong and healthy so that they would be strong wives and healthy mothers
· All boys should be brought up to be strong and healthy – to work and fight for Germany
· He believed boys and girls were equal but different
· Hitler knew that many adults didn’t support the Nazi party but he believed that if children were raised as Nazis this would create the thousand year Reich
[image: image14.jpg]Military training

The Hitler Youth was organised to train young German
boys to become useful to the state, either as workers
or in the armed forces. Therefore, military training
was essential.

» Members practised skills useful to troops, such as
map-reading and signalling.

By 1938, 1.2 million boys in the Hitler Youth were
being trained in small-arms shooting.

There were separate military divisions of the Hitler
Youth for specialist training, including naval training.
The table below show the specialist military sections
of the Hitler Youth in 1938.

Naval Hitler Youth 145,000
Motor HitlerYouth 60000
Gliding Hitler Youth 155,000

Flying HitlerYouth 74,000

A photograph of rifle shooting practice for the Hitler Youth,
taken in the 1930s.
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Character training

The Hitler Youth was also designed to mould young
people’s characters. Activities stressed the need for
comradeship and loyalty, but also competition and
ruthlessness (see Source C). For example, boys entering
the Jungvolk, aged 10, would swear an oath, saying 'l
devote all my energies and strength to the Saviour of
our Country, Adolf Hitler. | am willing and ready to give
up my life for him, so help me God.

Hitler Youth members might be drilled by SA instructors,
plunged into ice-cold water to toughen them up, forced
to undergo lengthy exercises in wintry weather or
subjected to harsh punishments for errors or disobeying
orders. All this was to build young Germans who obeyed
orders even in hardship.

An extract from a speech by Adolf Hitler in 1933.

My programme for youth is hard. Weakness
must be hammered away... I want a brutal,
domineering, fearless, cruel youth. It must
bear pain. There must be nothing weak and
gentle about it... That is how I will create
the New Order.

Extend your knowledge A

Attending meetings

In September 1934, when the number of people
attending the Hitler Youth meetings in Hamburg fell,
its leaders sent this note to the members and their
parents.

‘You are not turning up to do your duty. Instead you are
pursuing private pleasures. The 'l counts more amongst
you than the Nazi ‘we'. You are sinning against the
nation.

This note gives an important insight into the aims
of the Hitler Youth. Membership was not compulsory
at this time. Why then do you think that Hitler Youth
leaders thought it was such a bad thing that young
people were failing to attend?
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[image: image15.jpg]The League of German Maidens
The Nazi Party created separate youth groups for girls.

10 to 14-year-olds belonged to the Jungmddel (Young Maidens).

14 to 21-year-olds were in the Bund Deutscher Méidel, or BDM (League of
German Maidens).

Some of the activities of the BDM were the same for girls as the activities for
boys in the Hitler Youth.

There were political activities, just like for boys, including rallies and oaths
of allegiance (see Source D).

There were also physical and character-building activities, just like

for boys. For example, camping and marching were compulsory (see
Source E).

However, the girls in the BDM were trained to do different tasks from
the boys in the Hitler Youth. For example, they did not receive any
military training.

Girls were trained to cook, iron, make beds, sew and generally to prepare
to be a housewife.

Girls were also taught the importance of racial hygiene’ - the idea that
they should keep the German race ‘pure’ by only marrying Aryan men. The
Nazis believed that the Aryan race was superior to all other races. They
were often portrayed with blond hair and blue eyes.

A photograph of a BDM gathering in 1933. New members, with raised hands,
swear allegiance to Hitler in front of the Nazi Youth Leader von Schirach.
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A German woman, llse Mckee,
remembering her time in the BDM.
This was originally published in 1966,
in a book of contemporary accounts
of life in Nazi Germany between 1933
and 1939.

We had to be present at
every public meeting and at
youth rallies and sports.
The weekends were crammed
full with outings, camping,
and marches when we carried
heavy packs on cur backs.
It was all fun in a way,
and we certainly got plenty
of exercise, but it had a
bad effect on our school
reports. There was hardly
ever any time for homework.

. girls of my age had to
attend evening classes twice
weekly. The evening classes
were conducted by young
girls, usually hardly older
than we were ourselves... we
were of course lectured on
a lot of Nazi ideology, and
most of this went over our
heads... we were told from
a very early age to prepare
for motherhood, as the
mother in the eyes of our
beloved leader... was the
most important person in the
nation. We were Germany’s
hope and Germany’s future.



[image: image16.jpg]A mathematics question from a
German textbook approved by

the Nazis.

A plane takes off carrying 12
bombs, each weighing 10 kilos.

It bombs Warsaw, the world
centre of Jews. At take-off, it had
1,500 kilos of fuel and weighed

& tonnes. When it returned fram
its ceusade, it had 230 kilos of
Suel left. What was the weight of
the aircraft?

Extend your knowledge

New types of schools

In 1933, Bernhard Rust set up
three Napolas. These were
boarding schools which were
intended to train the future
leaders of Germany. By 1939,
there were 16 Napolas.

* Pupils were selected for these
schools by being tested in
examinations and sports and
then examined by doctors.
Only the most intelligent,
competitive, aggressive
and racially pure children
were selected.

« Pupils were not taught by
teachers, but by selected
members of the SA and the SS.
The curriculum was similar

to other schools, but with

no religious education and
more sport.

* - At the end of their schooling,
the pupils went into the army
or the SS or the police as
officers.

Nazi control of the curriculum

The curriculum is what is taught in schools. Another way the Nazis controlled
young Germans was to take control of the curriculum.

°

New school subjects were added, such as Race Studies. In this subject,
German children were taught how to classify racial groups and were told
that Aryans were superior and that they should not marry inferior races
such as Jews.

Traditional subjects, such as mathematics, were changed to make them
more useful to the kind of society Nazis wanted, or to make them vehicles
for Nazi ideas.

The amount of time in schools for PE and sport was doubled. By 1939,
they took up about one-sixth of lesson time. This was to create strong
workers, soldiers and healthy mothers.

The curriculum was different for boys and girls. For example, domestic
science, including cookery and needlework, became compulsory for girls
in order to make them better wives and mothers.

From 1935, all new textbooks had to be approved by the Nazis. New
history books, for example, explained that the Treaty of Versailles was a
‘stab in the back’ for Germany, planned by the Socialists, and that Jews
were evil. Mein Kampf was made a compulsory school text.

Pupils gathered together in school halls to listen to major political
speeches on the radio.

A photograph taken in 1934 showing German students giving the Nazi salute.
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[image: image17.jpg]The Labour Service

By the middle of the
1930s, there were about
half a million ‘unem-
ployed’ people in the
Labour Service. These did
not show up in unemploy-
Lment figures.

Rearmament

By 1939, many jobs
depended upon
massive
armaments orders.
In normal peace-
time, these jobs
would not exist.

Women and Jews
The Nazis forced
women and Jews to
give up work, These
unemployed did not
show up on the
unemployment
figures.

The SA, SS and Gestapo j
The Nazis used public
money to employ hundreds

of thousands of men in
their own security forces.
Some would say that these
were not ‘real’ jobs.

The armed forces

By 1939, over 1.3 million
men were in the armed
forces. In normal peace-
time, most of these men
would need jobs

‘Reducing’
unemployment
figures

Changing statistics j
The Nazis changed the way
that unemployment
statistics were calculated
after 1933. From 1935, for
example, people in
part-time jobs were
counted amongst the
tfu[[—time employed.

Public works

=

risons
The Nazis put hundreds of
thousands into prisons or
concentration camps.
This made
unemployment

look lower than

it would in

normal times.

The Nazis had
a huge
programme of
public works in
the 1930s. This
was much too
expensive to
afford for long,
so the jobs it
created were
not ‘real’ jobs.





Did Nazi Youth Groups Achieve Their Aims?

Some students enjoyed the activities of the Hitler Youth Groups but others didn’t like the discipline. Some parents also didn’t like the groups as they felt they were undermining their role as parents! (they were!)
Education:

In 1933, all children in Germany went to school until the age of 14, after that it was voluntary. Boys and girls went to separate schools. Schools were run by local councils or the church. 

This all changed when Hitler came to power!

In 1934 Bernard Rust was made Education Minister. He said that the whole purpose of schools was to turn young people into Nazis! He made a series of changes to schools to do this:

1. April 1933 a law was passed giving Nazis the power to sack teachers they didn’t approve of. 

2. All teachers had to swear an oath of loyalty to Hitler and join the Nazi Teachers League

3. Teachers taught students to do the Nazi salute

4. They started and ended each lesson with[image: image18.jpg]The Labour Front (DAF)

Normally, trade unions help to protect and improve the
standard of living of workers. However, Hitler believed
that trade unions supported his political rivals, the
Communist Party. He also believed that powerful trade
unions could disrupt the economy, for example, by
calling strikes. So, in 1933, the Nazi government banned
trade unions. This was not a good start for the standard
of living of German workers.

In place of trade unions, Hitler set up the DAF (Deutsche
Arbeitsfront, or German Labour Front) in 1933. The DAF
protected the rights of workers. For example, the DAF
set out;

* therights of workers in the workplace
¢ maximum length of the working week
* minimum pay levels.

The DAF regulated what employers could do and, in this
sense, it protected the standard of living of German
workers. However, in some ways German workers were
worse off under the DAF than they had been under
trade unions.

* Workers had lost their right to negotiate improvements
in pay and conditions with their employers.

* The maximum length of the working week set by the
DAF went up by about six hours per week.

* The DAF had the power to punish workers who
disrupted production.

Overall, the role of the DAF was to control both employers
and employees. This was to ensure that businesses
worked - not for the best interests of business owners or
workers, but the best interests of the state.

Strength through Joy (KdF)

Hitler realised that the loss of trade unions could be a
source of unrest amongst German workers. Because of
this, the Nazis set up another organisation in 1933 to
improve the standard of living of workers. It was named
Strength through Joy (Kraft durch Freude, or KdF). It was
a division of the DAF.

The purpose of the KdF was to make the benefits of
work more enjoyable, so that Germans would see their
work as a way to a happy life, as well as making the
nation stronger.

One way the KdF improved the benefits of work was to
provide leisure activities for workers. These included
sports events, films, theatre shows, outings and even
foreign travel. Most activities were low key, but they
were well supported (see Source D). The most loyal
workers could even win impressive holidays. Most
workers were expected to join the KdF and were
encouraged to take part in its activities. By 1936, there
were 35 million members of the KdF.

Official Nazi figures for a selection of Strength through Joy
activities in the Berlin area, 1933-39

lecures 19000 1000000
Theatre 21,000 11,000,000
performances

Museumtowrs 60000 2500000
!{Sports events 400 1,500,000
Hies 600 125000
‘Holidaysand 1,000 700,000
Cruises

Volkswagen - the ‘people’s car’

This was another scheme for workers run by the KdF.
Hitler asked Ferdinand Porsche to design a car for
four people which would travel 40 miles to the gallon
and which the average German could afford. Porsche
designed the Volkswagen. The KdF encouraged workers
to give five marks per week from their wages, which
would eventually entitle them to a new Volkswagen.
The money set up factories to make the cars. But
from 1938, the factories switched to production of
armaments. No workers ever saw their money or
their Volkswagen.
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[image: image20.jpg]Anti-Semitism

Nazi ideas about eugenics and racial hygiene were
particularly aimed against the Jews. Anti-Jewish
views, sometimes called anti-Semitism, had been
common throughout Europe for many centuries, for
many reasons.

Their religion, customs and looks made Jews stand
out as different’.

Some Christians hated Jews, as they blamed them for
the execution of Christ.

Some Jews were very successful in finance and
business, creating jealousy towards them.

By the 1930s, anti-Semitism had become particularly
strong in Germany. There were several reasons.

Germany was only united as a single country in 1871.
Efforts by German nationalists to unite the country
included some positive forces, such as the promotion
of German heroes in mythology, music and science.
It also led, however, to a heightened opposition to
Germany'’s ‘enemies’ including the British Empire,
Communism and minority groups, such as the Jews.
When times are hard, people often look for people to
blame. The German defeat in the First World War, the
Treaty of Versailles, inflation in 1923 and the German
economic depression of 1929-33 were all blamed

on the Jews - with very little evidence - by German
nationalist politicians.

Hitler was one of many nationalist politicians in
Germany who hated the Jews (see Source D on page
134). His own bitterness towards Jews was given
complete freedom when he came to power in 1933.

Germans with more moderate views allowed
themselves to be influenced by Nazi propaganda
(see Source B) and turned a blind eye to — or even
participated in — Nazi persecution of the jews.

Source B

A Nazi poster, from 1937. The writing says ‘the eternal Jew’.
The poster was used to turn people against Jews.




[image: image21.jpg]The boycott of Jewish shops and businesses (1933)
One aspect of this early persecution of Jews was a Nazi
campaign against Jewish shops and businesses.

On 30 March 1933, the Nazi Party announced that, from
10 a.m.on 1 April, an official boycott would begin of all
Jewish businesses, doctors and lawyers. SA stormtroopers
were sent to paint Jewish stars or the word jude (Jew)
outside Jewish businesses. They then stood outside with
banners, discouraging people from going inside.

A photograph of the boycotting of Jewish shops in 1933. The
Nazi sign says Germans, defend yourselves. Don't buy from Jews.
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The Nuremberg Laws (1935)

As the Nazis established themselves in power,
persecution became worse. On 15 September 1935, a set
of changes called the Nuremberg Laws were passed. Two
of these laws increased the persecution of the Jews.

The Reich Law on Citizenship

* This law stated that only those of German blood
could be German citizens.

* Jews became German ‘subjects’, not citizens.

« They lost the rights of citizenship, the right to
vote and the right to hold government office or
German passports.

* They were required to wear a yellow star-shaped
patch sewn on to their clothes, so German ‘citizens’
could easily recognise them.

The Reich Law for the Protection of German Blood

and Honour

e This law forbade Jews from marrying German citizens.

« |t also forbade sexual relations between Jews and
German citizens.

A photograph from 1933 of a Jewish man, on the right,
being accused of having a German girlfriend. They have
both been forced by SA and SS members to walk the
streets with signs admitting their ‘crime”.

The Reich Law on Citizenship of 1935

The Reich Law on Citizenship of 1935 banned Jews
from being German citizens. To do this, it had to
define what a Jew was. The definition which the

law adopted was that anyone with three or four
grandparents who practised the Jewish religion would
be considered to be a Jew.

This was a fairly random definition. It included 50,000
Jews who had become Christians. It excluded 200,000
practising Jews who had only one or two Jewish
grandparents.

From 1938, matters became more ominous for Jews.

* From March 1938, Jews had to register all of their
possessions — making it easier for the government to
confiscate them.

* From July 1938, Jews had to carry identity cards,
making it easier for them to be persecuted.

And then, in November 1938, persecution of the Jews
became even worse.



 ‘Heil Hitler’

5. Nazi posters and flags decorated classrooms. 

Employment and Living Standards

When Hitler became Chancellor in 1933 about 25% of the German workforce were unemployed. Hitler needed to do something about this. There were two reasons for this:

1. Unemployment was dangerous for Hitler. If people were unhappy they may start to support other politicians (there weren’t many left!)

2. The Nazis believed unemployed workers were a waste of resources and a burden to society. 

By 1939 unemployment had fallen to about ½ million people – how did Hitler do this?

Labour Service (RAD) 

In 1933 the Nazis set up Reich Arbeits Dienst or RAD. It was National Labour Service. It provided paid work for the unemployed. 

The RAD provided workers for public works such as repairing roads, planting trees etc. 

At first RAD was voluntary. However, from 1935 it was made compulsory for all young men to serve for 6th months in the RAD

RAD was unpopular – it was organised like an army. Workers wore uniforms, lived in camps and did military drill and parades. Pay was also very low. 


[image: image22.jpg]



Autobahns

Another scheme to reduce unemployment was the autobahn (motorway) project. The Nazis planned a 7,000 mile network of dual carriageway roads to improve transport. 

By 1935, 125,000 men were employed building motorways and by 1938, 3,500km had been finished. 

This is just one example of public spending by the Nazis. They spent 28 billion Marks in 1939 on public buildings, coastal walls and sports facilities. This created many jobs but also boosted industry and agriculture. 

Rearmament

This also helped to reduce unemployment in 2 ways:

1. To defy the Treaty of Versailles Hitler announced military conscription in 1935 – all young men would have to serve a period in the armed forces.  By 1939 there were nearly 1.4 million men in the army. 

2. His bigger army needed more arms and equipment. Government spending on the military grew to 26 billion Marks by 1939. This means people got jobs in the factories creating weapons. 

‘Invisible’ unemployment

Did it work?

The reduction in unemployment was remarkable. But it is worth remembering that:

· Unemployment reduced everywhere in the 1930s as the world recovered from the Great Depression
· Some unemployed people (invisible) were not counted in the figures
· Some jobs were supported by high levels of government spending and that could not have been maintained. 
Did people’s lives improve because of the policies on employment?

Wages:

In general, wages of German workers improved under the Nazis. However, they didn’t improve quickly. 

Food prices also increased so for some the benefits of better wages was cancelled out. High earners could cover the extra cost of food and brought luxuries such as cars (car owners trebled in the 1930s). However, low skilled earners struggled to buy essentials like food. 

To earn these higher wages workers had to work longer hours. The average working week rose from 43 hours in 1933 to about 49 hours in 1939. 

How did Hitler reward workers?

Hitler knew that a happy workforce was a more productive workforce. The Nazis therefore introduced organisations which were meant to improve the lives of German workers. 

The 3 main ones were:

1. The Labour Front (DAF)

2. Strength Through Joy (KdF)

3. The Beauty of Labour (SdA)

Beauty of Labour

One division of the KdF was the Beauty of Labour or SdA. This campaigned to get employers to provide better facilities for workers, like better toilets, changing rooms, showers and canteens.  The SdA gave employers tax breaks to help with building and decorating costs. However, it was normal for employers to expect workers to do the improvements themselves, with no extra pay. 
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The Persecution of Minorities:

The Nazis wanted to make the German state as strong as possible – to do this the population needed to be strong. This belief affected their policy towards minorities. They believed in two stands:

1. Eugenics

2. Racial Hygiene

Eugenics:

This is the science of selective breeding. It was about how humans could be controlled to produce ‘better’ humans. An example of this would be selecting the best parents, or by preventing reproduction by unsuitable parents. Eugenics became a subject in school. They also encouraged reproduction from suitable people and prevented it in others through forced sterilisation. 

Racial Hygiene:

The Nazis believed the Aryan race was superior to all others. The Aryans came from a specific part of Europe and were tall, blonde haired and blue eyed – they adopted policies to make Germany as ‘Aryan; as possible. In schools and in the Hitler Youth racial hygiene was taught. Laws were passed to forbid mixed race marriages. Other races were called Untermenschen which means ‘sub humans’. The worst of the Untermenschen were gypsies and Jews. 
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People with Disabilities:

The Nazis believed these people were a burden on society and weakened racial purity. 

In 1933 the Nazis passed the Law for the Prevention of Hereditary Diseased Offspring. This made it compulsory for all people to be sterilised if they were mentally ill, alcoholic, deformed, deaf or blind. 400,000 people were sterilised. In 1939 they ordered that babies with severe mental or physical disabilities should be killed by starvation or  lethal drugs overdose. This became known as the T4 Programme. 5,000 were killed. 

The Persecution of the Jews

In 1933 anti-Jewish propaganda began in Nazi Germany. It flooded society through films, schools and newspapers. 

Jews were gradually excluded from positions of power or wealth. 

· From April 1933, Jews were banned from government jobs and civil servants and teachers were sacked. 
· From Sept 1933, Jews were banned from inheriting land
· From May 1935, Jews were banned from the army. 
· From 1934, councils banned Jews from swimming pools and parks
· Yellow park benches were provided for Jews in any communal parks that were left to keep the ‘normal’ Germans safe. 
Kristallnacht (9-10 November 1938)

On 7th November 1938, a 17-year-old Polish Jew called Hershchel Grynszpan, went into the German embassy in Paris and shot a German citizen. He was angry about the way his parents were being treated. 

On November 8th, Joseph Goebbels, the Nazi Minister for Propaganda, used the incident to stir up trouble against Jews in Germany. 

· He used the SA, SS ad Gestapo to attack local synagogues (Jewish places of worship) and Jewish houses. 
· Things got worse when the German injured in the shooting died. The police were ordered to not get involved in preventing any of the violence but to instead take as many Jews as possible to the prisons. 
· Official figures listed 814 shops, 171 homes and 191 synagogues destroyed. About 100 Jews were killed. The damage was so bad that it got the name of ‘The Night of Broken Glass – Kristallnacht
· Jewish people were fined 1 billion Marks in total to pay for the damage!
· By 12 November, 20,000 Jews had been sent to Concentration Camps
· Kristallnacht was significant in that it was coordinated violence against the Jews from the Nazis. It was different from the random, every day persecution that they had previously faced. Treatment of the Jews only got worse from this point. 
In January 1939, the Nazis decided to evict all Jews from Germany. The Reich Office for Jewish Emigration was set up under Reinhard Heydrich, head of the Gestapo. His task was to deport Germany’s Jews. This was happening when WW2 started in September 1939. 
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The content in this section of the course is very straightforward. It is your responsibility to learn it. We will use the booklet in class but we will concentrate on exam questions and how to answer them. You must use this booklet to answer the exam questions.  Therefore, it is very important that you learn this information. We will set you homework to do to help.


Do not lose this book and bring it to every lesson!











Task 1: Read through the information sheets and answer these questions:


1.What job was given to Gertrud Scholtz-Klink in 1934? What was the aim of the policies she introduced?


 


 


2. Why were the Nazis worried about the birth rate in Germany?


 


3. Define ‘The Law for the encouragement of marriage’, 1933.’


 


 


 


4. How did the Nazis change the divorce laws to encourage people to have children.


 


 5. What was the Mother’s Cross?


 








6. Describe the ‘Lebensborn’ programme. How many women did it help to give birth?


 


 


7. How did the Nazis use propaganda to try to persuade women not to work?


 


 


8. What were the three Ks?


 


 


9. List 2-4 polices designed to stop women from working.


 








 


10. What evidence is there that these new policies worked?





 








12.What evidence is there that they didn’t work?

































































Task 2: Use the information sheets to answer these questions:


1. What did Hitler ban in 1933? How did the Nazis increase the pressure for young people to join Nazi groups in 1936?


 


 


 


2. How many 10-18 year olds were there in Nazi Party groups  in 1933? And by 1939?


 


3. What was made compulsory in March 1939?


 


 


4. What were the names and age ranges of the Nazi youth groups for boys?


 


 


5. List 2-4 ways that the Hitler Youth brainwashed boys into Nazi political ideas.


 


 


6. How did the Hitler Youth make sure boys were as fit and healthy as possible? 





Task 3: CHALLENGE FOR GRADES 6-8. The Nazis wanted to have complete control over the lives of young people. For each question in task 2, explain how this action increased Nazi control over the lives of young people. 


By banning other groups it forced children to join Nazi youth groups which exposed them to Nazi ideas and helped to brainwash the children.











Task 2: Use the information sheets to answer these questions:


7. What skills did the boys in the Hitler youth practice that were useful to troops?


 


8. How many boys were being trained in small-arms shooting by 1938?


 


9.What military training divisions were there within the Hitler Youth??


 


10. What character traits did the Hitler Youth aim to develop in young people?


 


11. What oath did boys joining the Jungvolk at the age of 10 have to swear?


  


12. What were the names and age ranges of the Nazi youth groups for girls?


 


13. What activities did both boys and girls do?


 


14. What kind of skills were girls taught? Did they receive any military training?


 


15. Girls were also taught about ‘racial hygiene’. What does this mean?


  


16. What was the Nazi Teacher’s League?  How did it increase Nazi control over schools?


 


17. What were children taught as part of ‘Race Studies’?


 


CHALLENGE FOR GRADE 6-8: Look at source J. What does it tell you about the ways that Nazis changed the curriculum?


 


How did the Nazis change PE? Why?


 


How was the curriculum different for boys and girls?


 


How did the Nazis change history textbooks?





A KdF poster from 1939. It urged workers to give ‘just 5 Marks a week to drive your own car’.





This was the Labour Front (DAF) logo.









































The Beauty of Labour was a division of the DAF





Strength Through Joy was a division of the DAF





Reinhard Heydrich





The damage after Kristallnacht









